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On Monday, Sept. 14, Morgan Murphy  
will present a discussion titled “Old Iron 
and New Technology: Classic Cars 
Online.” Morgan will discuss fins, fenders 
and the technology behind building a new 
company.  

Morgan is the founder of Motorpool, a 
new technology company based in 
Birmingham, Ala. Motorpool is the first 
social networking site geared to 
automobile collectors.  

In the U.S. alone, 20 million people 
identify themselves as classic car 
enthusiasts. Last year they spent $17 
billion on their chrome babies.  

Prior to founding Motorpool.com, Murphy 
served as an executive editor for Time 
Warner. For seven years, Murphy worked 
as the travel editor, food critic and national 
spokesperson for one of the company’s 
most successful magazines, Southern 
Living.  Under his leadership the magazine 
frequently garnered awards such as the 
coveted Society of American Travel 
Writer’s Gold Award for “Best Travel 
Coverage.” 

Murphy started his magazine career at 
Vanity Fair, researching Hollywood and 
Washington and working with writers such 
as Willie Morris and Dominick Dunne. He 
then joined Forbes magazine as a reporter, 
where he covered many of America’s best-
known entrepreneurs and was the first 
journalist to estimate Harry Potter author 
J.K. Rowling’s net worth. He has been a 
contributor to Esquire, National Public 
Radio, Garden Design, Harper’s Bazaar, 
and The New York Post. His first book, I 
Love You, Now Hush, will be published in 
February by Blair. 

He holds a Master’s in Business 
Administration from the University of 
Oxford, is a member of Exeter College, 
and was elected by University as the MBA 
of the Year. He was also chosen by his 
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peers to deliver the commencement 
address. He is a 1994 cum laude graduate 
of Birmingham-Southern College, where 
Murphy majored in English, edited the 
school paper, was elected to vice-president 
of the student body, the president of 
Omicron Delta Kappa, and was inducted 
into the Mortar Board and Sigma Tau 
Delta honor societies. He was voted 
Who’s-Who among American college 
students in 1993. 

As a lieutenant commander in the United 
States Navy since 1999, he has served on 
four continents and his decorations include 
the Navy Achievement Medal, National 
Defense Service Medal, Global War on 
Terrorism Medal, the Overseas Service 
Ribbon and the Outstanding Volunteer 
Service Medal. 

Murphy serves on the boards of the Blue 
Hill Troupe, Manhattan’s oldest charitable 
opera company, the Alabama Council on 
Economic Education, and the Virginia 
Samford Theatre. He is  an elected elder of 
Independent Presbyterian Church and a 
member of the Downtown Kiwanis Club.  

His wife, Amy Campbell Murphy, is an 
accomplished opera singer and director of 
America’s oldest Junior League choral 
group.  The pair met while singing Gilbert 
and Sullivan with Skitch Henderson and 
the New York Pops at Carnegie Hall. The 
Murphys live in Birmingham and have two 
Springer Spaniels named Gilbert and 
Sullivan.  �
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Lieutenant Commander Danny McGrane of 
the Royal Navy presented the Aug. 31, 
program. Lt. Cmdr. McGrane is currently 
stationed at NATO’s Supreme Allied 
Commander Transformation in Norfolk, 
Virginia. 

Lt. Cmdr. McGrane discussed the history of 
NATO and its formation in 1949 following 
World War II as a 12-member alliance with 
the objective of integrating Eastern Europe 
politically and economically, as well as 
providing collective defense against Russia 
and the Warsaw Pact nations. 

Lt. Cmdr. pointed out that Article 5 of the 
NATO charter declares that an attack against 
one member nation is viewed as an attack on 
all member nations. In the 60-year history of 
NATO this article has been invoked only 
once—within 24 hours of the 9/11 attack on 
the U.S. 

With the demise of Soviet Union and 
Warsaw Pact NATO’s objective has changed 
to maintaining security while addressing 

peace and stability with a more proactive 
approach in Europe and beyond. 

Meetings in 2002 resulted in NATO 
adjusting itself to be more mobile and able to 
better meet terrorist threats. Core 
components of this transformation include 
enlarging NATO membership, streamlining 
the military command structure and creating 
a more significant NATO response 
capability. 

Through these initiatives membership has 
grown from the original 12-member nations 
to 28 as of today. A Partnership for Peace 
group of non-member nations has also been 
formed to work with the NATO alliance. 

NATO now has a non-military decision 
making council, the North Atlantic Council 
or NAC, which meets weekly in Belgium. 
NAC operates by consensus decision 
meaning the council must be unanimous for 
NATO to act. 

The principal NATO activity today is in 
Afghanistan. Its mission is to provide a 
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David Clark was awarded a Blue Badge on 

Aug. 31.  
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Congratulations to Barbara Monaghen for 

being recognized as “Vet of the Year” by the 

Alabama Veterinary Medical Association. 
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Sincere condolences are extended to Ken 

Rhoden and his family in the loss of his 

grandmother. 
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Congratulations to Craig and Karen Hennecy 

on the birth of a baby boy. 
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secure environment to allow reconstruction 
of the country. 64,500 troops are deployed in 
the country from 42 contributing nations. 
This NATO activity in Afghanistan is 
distinct and separate from U.S. military 
actions in the country. 

NATO continues to work at maintaining 
peace in the Balkans and has 14,000 NATO 
troops deployed in the region. Efforts in Iraq 
continue with the goal of enabling the Iraqis 
to provide their own security by helping to 
train the Iraq military. 

Recently a call to action in the Horn of 
Africa is in play with the dual mission of 
helping the World Food Program deliver 
supplies to Somalia and addressing the 
current piracy problems on the high seas 
through development of anti-piracy 
measures. 

Lt. Cmdr. McGrane emphasized how NATO 
has changed and the importance it plays 
today.  
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Fill up your “Pocket Change for Polio” 
containers passed out at the last meeting with 
change or fill your pockets or purses!  

Bring the change to the meeting and place it 
in the larger “Pocket Change for Polio” 
container.  

This assists SVRC in making its Club 
contribution to RI for the eradication of polio 
initiative.  

(This effort is separate from the “Yellow 
Bowl” funding effort for SVRC’s education 
foundation program.) 
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Ballots to select the nominating committee 
for the 2010-2011 slate of officers will be 
distributed on Oct. 5.  

Current board members are ineligible to 
serve. A list of ineligible members will be 
posted in next week’s Script.  

If you do not wish to serve on the nominating 
committee, please drop a note in the 
suggestion box or send us an e-mail through 
t h e  “ C o n t a c t  U s ”  l i n k  a t 
www.shadesvalleyrotary.org. More to follow 
in next week’s Script! 

This year our district is working with a 
group from Rotary District 3132, a portion of 
the state of Maharashtra, the third largest 
state in India.  

Rotary Clubs in the Birmingham area will be 
hosting the group from Sunday, March 21 
through Friday, March 26.  

Following the stay in Birmingham, the group 
will tour the rest of District 6860 concluding 
their visit with the District Conference and 
Cruise in April. 

Would you like to serve on the GSE 
Committee for Birmingham representing 
Shades Valley Rotary Club?  

The Committee will plan the visiting group's 
Birmingham activities. The committee will 
meet three to four times. There will be 
opportunities for SVR members to be host 
the group in various capacities. Consider 
volunteering to be a liaison between the 
Committee and SVRC. 

Respond to Karen Larsen at (205) 423-0995 
or KJL205@att.net. 
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As you consider Rotarians meeting around 
the globe, consider these fun facts. 

Texas 

The deepest hole ever made in the world is in 
Texas. It is as deep as 20 Empire State 
Buildings but only three inches wide. 

Spain 

Spain literally means “the land of rabbits.” 

Antarctica 

Antarctica is the only land on our planet that 
is not owned by any country.  

Ninety percent of the world's ice covers 
Antarctica. This ice also represents seventy 
percent of all the fresh water in the world.  

As strange as it sounds, however, Antarctica 
is essentially a desert. The average yearly 
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total precipitation is about two inches. 
Although covered with ice (all but 0.4 
percent of it), Antarctica is the driest place 
on the planet, with an absolute humidity 
lower than the Gobi desert. 

United States 

The Eisenhower interstate system requires 
that one mile in every five must be straight. 
These straight sections are usable as airstrips 
in times of war or other emergencies. 

Roads 

Chances that a road is unpaved in the U.S.: 1 
percent, in Canada: 75 percent. 

Waterfalls 

The water of Angel Falls (the world's 
highest) in Venezuela drops 3,212 feet. They 
are 15 times higher than Niagara Falls. 
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