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On Monday, Oct. 5, Matt Lembke of Bradley
Arant Boult Cummings will present a
discussion titled “Alabama’s Water War with
Georgia and Florida: Why It Really Matters.”
Alabama has been engaged in a battle with
its neighboring states for nearly 20 years
about the amount of water flowing into
Alabama in two river basins. The increasing
water demands of metro Atlanta have
translated into less and less water flowing to
Alabama. If this trend continues, then

Alabama’s future economic vitality could be
seriously harmed. The presentation will
explain the crucial significance of these river
flows to our state and give an update on
where the litigation between the states
stands.

Matt serves as lead counsel for the State of

Alabama in the interstate water dispute
involving Alabama, Georgia and Florida and
has been involved in the “water war”
litigation since 2004. Matt is a partner at
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings and has
worked at the firm since 1993. In addition to
his work on the water dispute, Matt devotes
most of his practice to commercial and
appellate litigation.

After obtaining a degree in Political Science
from Rhodes College in 1988, Matt
graduated from the University of Virginia
School of Law in 1991. He then clerked for
Judge J. Harvie Wilkinson on the United
States Court of Appeals for the Fourth
Circuit based in Richmond during 1991-92.
Following that, he clerked for Justice
Anthony M. Kennedy at the Supreme Court
of the United States during 1992-93. After

his Supreme Court clerkship, he was selected

to be a Temple Bar Scholar, which enabled
him to study the English legal system in
London.

Matt is listed in Best Lawyers in America in
the fields of Appellate Litigation,
Commercial Litigation and Water Law. He
is also listed in Alabama Super Lawyers. He

serves as Secretary of the American Bar

1(( *>90*

Association’s Council of Appellate Lawyers.
The Alabama Supreme Court has appointed
him to serve on its Standing Committee on
Rules of Conduct and Canons of Judical
Ethics and the Standing Committee on the
Alabama Rules of Appellate Procedure.

Matt has been active in numerous civic and
political activities. In 2004, he became the

youngest president in the history of the

Kiwanis Club of Birmingham. He is also a

past chair of the Vulcan Park Foundation.

Matt served as lead counsel for Governor
Bob Riley in the post-election controversy

surrounding the 2002 gubernatorial vote

count, and he has been a leader in efforts to
prevent vote fraud in Alabama for the past 15
years. In 2008, Matt was elected a delegate to
the Republican National Convention, and he
served as state counsel for the presidential
campaigns of George W. Bush and John
McCain. He is a member of the Alabama

Republican Party State Executive

Committee.

Matt and his wife Mary have three daughters,

Mary Frances (age 10), Anna Kate (Age 8),

and Emma (age 7). They are members of the
Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills.
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At Shades Valley Rotary's Monday, to maintain and improve our

Sept. 28, meeting President-elect Jim infrastructure and education and addresy

Shepherd introduced Jay Grinney, CEO other needs.

of HealthSouth (a Birmingham-based

Fortune 500 company) with the promise << In “How the Sausage Is Made,”
that he would be an accomplished Mr. Grinney noted that President Obama
speaker. Mr. Grinney lived up to his has put forth broad principles for
billing by delivering to the capacity Reform: (a) Do not take away what
room of members and guests a well people now have; (b) Insure the
organized and highly informative uninsured; and (c) Do not increase thg

PowerPoint on the complex issues deficit. The House of Representatives

surrounding the current activities in has three committees working on
America’s healthcare reform legislation. separate bills. The Senate has two

However, in his opening remarks, he committees. Once the House and Senate

promised not to raise the controversies pass their bills, the Conference
that exemplified numerous Town Hall Committee will reconcile their
meetings by Members of Congress differences and present one bill on
during this past August. which both chambers will vote.

Mr. Grinney covered his topic in four
discussion areas:

<« Next, Mr. Grinney separated the
“Wheat vs. Chaff.” He predicted that
any legislation would seek to protect
<« During “What's All The Fuss those already insured, provide more
About,” he simplified the discussion into jnsurance options for the uninsured and

two main areas: (a) Coverage Issues —seek to slow cost increases. He
Who has health insurance today, who jdentified six main controversies in

gets health insurance under reform andCongress with three each in the
who is left uninsured and (b) Cost Issues “Coverage” and “Cost” areas: Coverage
— Healthcare costs have increased some_ Mandating individuals purchased
370 percent since 1993; by 2015, they health insurance; the so-called public
will consume more than 20 percent of gption; and increasing support for low
our national Gross Domestic Product; jncome persons; i.e. expanding Medicaid
personal premiums have increased byenrollees and Cost — Eliminating the
over 130 percent; and these costs aresypsidy for Medicare Advantage plans;

taking larger and larger portions of the some tort reform; and new taxes on the
Federal, state and local budgets needed

D12 4+,*21,5 4( 141
wealthy and “Cadillac

so-called
insurance plans.”

< In his “Closing Observations,” Mr.
Grinney expressed his personal beliefs
that healthcare reform (a) would center
on health insurance industry reform to
eliminate such practices as coverage
exclusions for pre-existing conditions
and caps on lifetime benefits; (b) would
not contain a public option to compete
with private plans; (c) would be an issue
in the 2010 elections; and (d) would
increase the national debt.

He closed with a final slide that showed

most developed countries expended
most of their healthcare funds on

wellness and prevention programs and
less on high-cost, technical care. In

contrast, the U.S. healthcare system does
just the opposite.

Synopsis compliments of John Beard.
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The Glenn Estess Sr. Golf Tournament is Mulligans may be purchased for $5 gnd
moving. The new date is Tuesday, Oct. door prizes will be given at the end]of
27. the round.

Lunch will be served at 11:30 a.m. Awards for the First Place, Second Placq
followed by a shotgun start at 1 p.m. at and Sportsmanship will be presente'li a
Highland Park Golf Course. the end of the day. Hole sponsorshjipd

. . ) are available for $300.
The registration fee is $125 per player

and includes lunch, range balls, cart andPlease contact Hal Cain at (205) 903
the round of golf. 7181 or Fred Rogers for mdre
information.

%0

Because our Oct. 26 meeting has Heen
canceled, the Flu Shot Clinic has bgen
rescheduled for Nov. 2, at e
Birmingham Botanical Gardens. Shpts
are $20, payable in cash or with a check
to Alacare. Participation is limited fo
Rotary members. Medicare Part B \iill
be accepted with a Medicare card. Fhis
date is within good timing fqr
vaccinations. Sponsored by Alachre
Home Health & Hospice — Suspn
Brouillette and John Beard
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Elections for the nominating committee for the 2010-11 sifiteficers for the Rotary Club of
Shades Valley will be Monday, Oct. Bou will find ballots on each table on Monday and

& & % %%

will vote for three members not listed as ineligibleAfter voting, please place your ballot in @ >

a yellow bowl to be tallied.The five club members with the most nominations wilkbkected
to serve on the nominating committee along with the ofitisted below. Those ineligible for
the nominating committee are current board members, thusdave served on the nominating
committee for the last three consecutive years and thaselo not wish to serve. &
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