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percent, Muslims for 10.6 percent, 

Buddhists for 6 percent, Jains for 1.3 

percent, and Christians for 1 percent. 

Maharashtra has the largest Jain, 

Zoroastrian and Jewish populations 

in India. Team members include:  

• Team Leader, Dr. Vyankatesh 

Metan, an Orthopedic surgeon 

• Dr. Mahesh Sonar, a Pediatrician 

• Dr. Anil Sakhare, a Gynecologist 

• Mr. Sandip Sutar, a Chartered 

Accountant 

• Dr. Prachi Waychal, a Dentist  
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On Monday, March 22, SVRC will 

welcome the Group Study Exchange 

(GSE) Team from India.  

Rotary International’s GSE program 

offers a unique cultural and 

vocational exchange between 

Alabama natives and the sub-

continent of India. Young business 

and professional men and women 

between the ages of 25 and 40 from 

the state of Maharashtra, India will 

visit Birmingham from March 20-26. 

Maharashtra is the richest as well as 

the third-largest state in India, its 

capital being Mumbai (formerly 

Bombay). Hindus account for 80 �1*&)*8(3�1*��/+(���1*&)*8(3�1*��/+(���1*&)*8(3�1*��/+(���1*&)*8(3�1*��/+(������
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We appreciate Fred Spicer’s March 

8 presentation on the Birmingham 

Botanical Gardens’ master plan.  

We also thank Shelley Stewart for 

his March 15 presentation on the 

programs initiated and being driven 

by the Mat tie  C.  Stewart 

Foundation. 

A Rotary Foundation travel grant for 

this Indian delegation will allow 

these young professionals the 

opportunity to exchange visits 

between Alabama and Maharashtra, 

India for four to six weeks. The 

Indian delegation will study 

Alabama’s way of life, observe their 

respective vocations as practiced in 

Birmingham, develop personal and 

professional relationships with 

members of our District 6860 and 

exchange ideas to better serve their 

communities. 

Team members from India are living 

with host families throughout 

District 6860 during the stay, will 

spend several days at our District 

conference, explore numerous 

cultural points of interest and spend 

several full days in the small 

businesses, community organ-

izations, medical and educational 

facilities, government offices and 

nonprofit agencies. 

The GSE 2010 agenda begins on 

March 20, in Birmingham and ends 

Mobile on April 18. Members will 

spend two days in Birmingham in a 

business setting similar to their own, 

as well as explore history and 

cultural entertainment. 

Throughout the duration of the stay, 

members will  travel to Rotary Clubs 

in Birmingham, Alexander City, Pell 

City, Anniston, Talladega, Arab, 

Decatur, Huntsville, Florence/

Sheffield and Tuscaloosa. The GSE 

team will make a presentation on 

their home to these Clubs. Finally, 

the GSE team from Maharashtra, 

India, will travel to the District 6860 

Conference.  

�((&�&'(��(/;�((&�&'(��(/;�((&�&'(��(/;�((&�&'(��(/;����

Team Leader Dr. Vyankatesh S. 

Metan has been Rotarian for 14 

years and is Past President of Rotary 

club of Solapur East. He was 

Assistant Governor of Solapur 

region in 2006. Dr. Metan is an 

Orthopedic Surgeon practicing in 

Solapur for 14 years. He is Director 

of Dr. Metan Hospital, Orthopedic 

and Neurology Center. He is married 

and has two sons. He is interested in 

visiting the Orthopedic hospital. His 

hobbies are bird watching, tennis, 

traveling and making friends. 

Dr. Prachi S. Waychal is a Dentist 

working in Solapur. She has a degree 

of BDS from Solapur University. 

She is single. She is interested in 

learning about new technologies in 

dentistry and visiting dental clinics 

and the dental college. Her hobbies 

are dancing, driving, key ring 

collection and traveling.  

Dr. Anil P. Sakhare is a Gyne-

cologist from Nanded. He is working 

as a Consultant in Gynecology and 

Obstetrics. He is married and has 

one son. He has published 15 

research papers in various obstetric 

journals and is among very few 

Indians who have a place in the 

distinguished Williams Obstetrics 

textbook. He is interested in visiting 

the medical college and department 

of gyne-cology. His hobbies are 

research work in the field of 

Obstetrics and Gynecology, cricket 

and making new friends. 

Mr. Sandip A. Sutar is a Chartered 

Accountant from Satara. He has a 

degree of B.Com. He is working as 

Professional trainer in Accountancy. 

He is Director of The Institute of 

Computer Accountants and Director 

of a computer training institute in 

Satara and Karad. He is married and 

has one son. He is interested in 

studying our education system, 

employment and the US economy. 

His hobbies are drama, making 

f r iends ,  event  management , 

consultancy and teaching. 

Dr. Mahesh Sonar is a Consultant 

Pediatrician in Latur. He has a 

degree of M.D in Pediatrics. He is 

married and has one son and one 

daughter. He is interested in visiting 

Pediatric and Neonatal Centers, 

exchanging ideas with pediatric 

caretakers and witnessing American 

traditions and cultural practices. 
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�Friday, April 9, 2010, 6 p.m. 

Dinner, Music, Dancing, Silent Auction 

$35 per person 

In support of the Birmingham Botanical Gardens — Intern Program 

 

BASH 2010 – DON’T MISS THE FUN! 

 

Please sign up NOW so that we can get an advance head count for the big 

event! There will be a sign-up table out front Monday, or you can sign up at 

the administrative table. As the Club’s expenses for the Bash are to be paid in 

advance, we would appreciate your payment in advance, either by cash OR by 

check payable to The Rotary Club of Shades Valley. See you there! 
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