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point leading to President Kennedy’s 

introduction of the Civil Rights Act 

of 1964. So important was Shelley’s 

role in those protests that it is 

featured in the Academy Award-

winning documentary Mighty 

Times: The Children’s March. 

Shelley’s lifetime odyssey is 

chronicled in his best-selling 

memoirs published by Time Warner 

Books called The Road South. 

Today, Shelley serves as the 

President and CEO of o2ideas, Inc., 

one of the country’s largest corporate 

communications and marketing 

firms. He is also the Founder and 

Board President of The Mattie C. 

Stewart Foundation, a national non-

profit organization creating tools and 

resources to help reduce the dropout 

rate and increase the graduation rate 
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On Monday, March 15, Shelley 

Stewart  will present a program on 

the Mattie C. Stewart Foundation. 

Born into the deeply segregated city 

of Birmingham, AL in the 1940s, 

Shelley endured severe child abuse 

and eventual homelessness after 

witnessing the murder of his mother 

when he was only five years of age. 

Befriended by a first grade teacher 

who encouraged him to go to school 

and learn to read, Shelley emerged 

from a childhood of poverty and 

neglect to become one of America’s 

most successful business leaders, 

philanthropist and human rights 

activist. Shelley is a living testament 

to the power of education and the life 

long impact a caring adult can have 

on a young person’s life. 

Beginning in the 1950s as a popular 

radio broadcaster known to his fans 

as “Shelley The Playboy,” he helped 

launch the careers of artists like 

Aretha Franklin, Patti Labelle and 

Otis Redding. More importantly, his 

enormous crossover appeal to both 

black and white listeners allowed 

him to address the issues facing 

America. In the 1960s, Shelley’s 

broadcasts helped Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. and other Civil Rights 

leaders to organize non-violent street 

protests by reaching young listeners 

in Birmingham. History remembers 

these protests as a major turning �1*&)*8(3�1*��/+(���1*&)*8(3�1*��/+(���1*&)*8(3�1*��/+(���1*&)*8(3�1*��/+(������
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From the Birmingham Business Journal 

 

Robbins, 39, was one of the first employees 

of ServisFirst Bank, and he’s played an 

integral role in the growth of the successful 

young bank. Robbins is senior vice president 

at ServisFirst and manager of its private 

banking group. Under his leadership, loans 

and deposits under private banking have 

topped $240 million and $265 million 

respectively. 

 

Title: Senior vice president  

Company: ServisFirst Bank  

Type of company: Bank  

Education: B.S., business administration, 

Auburn University  

City of residence: Mountain Brook  

Family: Wife, Meredith (married 9-and-a-

half years) children, Charlotte (4), Sophie 

(2); another due in July.  

What was your first job? Newspaper carrier 

in 10th grade  

Why did you choose your profession? 

Opportunity to help others grow and manage 

their financial affairs  

What’s been your career track? Banking 

sector the whole way.  

What’s one interesting fact about you that 

most people don’t know? Despite full name 

similar to a character in Winnie the Pooh, 

never cared for that cartoon as a kid. Only 

matter of time before my kids start asking 

questions.  

What’s been your most notable career 

achievement? Still in process...part of 

founding team that started ServisFirst and 

contributing to growth. 

What’s your ultimate career goal? Make 

enough money to cash flow three college 

educations and possibly three weddings 

depending on sex of our third child (They 

can’t marry until 40 so still have some time)  

What’s your five-word guiding business 

principle? Two words: work hard  

What’s your yardstick of success? Grow 

portfolio, not producing bad loans, happy 

clients.  

How do you keep your competitive edge? 

5:30 a.m. workout followed by Diet 

Mountain Dew and cereal bar.  

What’s your favorite thing about living in 

Birmingham? Ability to offer benefits of 

larger city but quaint enough to really feel 

like home - restaurants are a plus as well.  

What’s your least favorite thing about 

living in Birmingham? Witnessing some of 

the political turmoil - seems to never end.  

Who has been your most influential 

mentor in your career? ServisFirst CEO 

Tom Broughton 

What’s the best advice you’ve ever 

received? From friends while dating my now 

wife not to mess up the relationship. I still 

get the advice to this day. 

What’s the worst advice you’ve ever 

received? Discouragement not to leave old 

job and help start ServisFirst.  

What’s the main characteristic a great 

leader must have? Listen  

What’s the most important lesson you’ve 

learned? Don’t be afraid to ask questions 

when in doubt. 

What’s the hot topic in your field right 

now? Quite a few in the financial sector 

these days but lack of personal service in 

meeting client’s needs is very common these 

days. 

What’s your dream job? Playing second 

base and batting first or second for a major 

league baseball team. Probably not going to 

happen at this point since past retirement age 

for major league ball players.  

If you could have any super power, what 

would you choose? Without causing harm to 

the driver, move people over to far right lane 

who drive slow in the fast lane.  

What one word would you say best 

describes you? Dedicated 

What’s your biggest pet peeve? See my 

super power answer  

What’s the first Web site you check in the 

morning? The Birmingham Business 

Journal, of course; al.com 

What’s the first thing you do when you get 

to the office? Open e-mail, plan day.  

How many hours do you work in a week? 

46ish + “bank” holidays  

What’s your favorite book? Too Big To 

Fail  

What’s your favorite quote? The doo doo 

bird flies over the nest of the cocky loud 

mouths trumpeting their success  

What’s your favorite movie? Austin 

Powers  

What’s your favorite local restaurant? 

Ocean  

What’s your favorite vacation spot? Italy  

Who would you want to play you in a 

movie? James Bond – the guy always wins 

and gets the girl at the end.  

What’s your guilty pleasure? Cold beer  

Do you have any hobbies? Exercise, golf 

and family.  

Alabama, Auburn or someone else? 

Auburn  

What civic organizations are you involved 

with? Greater Birmingham Auburn Club, 

Shades Valley Rotary Club. �
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in communities across America. 
Shelley’s dedication to this cause has 
led to the creation of InsideOut, an 
emotionally powerful classroom 
documentary featuring prison 
inmates sharing their sincere stories 
of regret for dropping out and the 
tragic results that followed, and The 
Choice Bus. Half school bus, half 
prison cell, this hugely popular 

learning tool travels the country, 
giving young people a hands-on 
experience of the benefits of an 
education – and the consequences 
that await most that drop out of 
school. It is Shelley’s hope that 
InsideOut, The Choice Bus and other 
tools created by The Mattie C. 
Stewart Foundation will be widely 
used in schools and communities so 
that young people and their families 
will have the opportunity to 
experience their powerful message. 
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�Friday, April 9, 2010, 6 p.m. 
Dinner, Music, Dancing, Silent Auction 

$35 per person 

BASH 2010 – DON’T MISS THE FUN! 
Please sign up NOW so that we can get an advance head count for the big 
event! There will be a sign-up table out front Monday, or you can sign up at 
the administrative table. As the Club’s expenses for the Bash are to be paid in 
advance, we would appreciate your payment in advance, either by cash OR by 
check payable to The Rotary Club of Shades Valley. See you there! 


