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On Monday, Dec. 7, Robert M. Couch will
present a program on the mortgage markets,
the cause of the meltdown, how it spilled
over into the financial markets and where we
are now. Rob is Counsel to Bradley Arant
Boult Cummings, a law firm based in
Birmingham. He is also President and CEO
of ARK Real Estate Strategies, LLC. ARK
helps financial institutions evaluate, manage,
and market foreclosed residential real estate.
ARK currently has more than $100 million
of assets under management.

Mr. Couch served as General Counsel of the
United States Department of Housing and
Urban Development from June 2007 to
November 2008, upon nomination by the
President and confirmation by the Senate. As
General Counsel, Rob led a nationwide
organization of approximately 400 attorneys
and 300 non-attorneys headquartered in
Washington, D.C., along with 10 regional
offices and 37 field offices throughout the
country. The General Counsel is the chief
legal advisor to the Secretary, Deputy
Secretary, and other principal staff, providing
advice on federal laws, regulations and
policies that affect the programs of HUD.
Prior to his confirmation, Rob served as
Acting General Counsel from Dec. 5, 2006,
to June 15, 2007.

Rob began his service at HUD as President
of the Government National Mortgage
Association (Ginnie Mae) after being
confirmed by the Senate in June 2006. As
Ginnie Mae President, Rob administered
Ginnie Mae's mortgage-backed securities
program, valued at over $414 billion, and its
$123 billion Real Estate Mortgage
Investment Conduit program. He also
worked to further its mission of making
affordable housing a reality for millions of
low-and moderate-income households across
America by channeling global capital into the
nation's housing markets.

He has a wealth of private sector skills and
experience. Prior to government service, he
was President and Chief Executive Officer of
New South Federal Savings Bank in
Birmingham, the largest thrift in Alabama
with $1.8 billion in assets and annual loan
production volume of approximately $1.2
billion. He also served as General Counsel
and Chief Financial Officer of First
Commercial Bancshares, a bank holding
company headquartered in Birmingham. An
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active member of the mortgage banking
industry, Rob is a former Chairman and a
member of the Board of Directors of the
Mortgage Bankers Association of America.
For seven years, he served on the Strategic
Planning Committee of that organization. He
has also served as President of the Mortgage
Bankers Association of Alabama.

Rob has been on the boards of several other
civic and professional organizations,
including the Thrift Industry Advisory
Council of the Federal Reserve Board and
the Real Estate Roundtable. Other notable
positions include Chairman of the Planning
Commission of the City of Mountain Brook,
President of the Washington and Lee
University Law Alumni  Association,
Chairman of the Lakeshore Foundation,
Chairman of Lakeshore Hospital and a
member of Fannie Mae's National Advisory
Council. Rob received his Bachelor of
Science degree in business administration
with a concentration in accounting and his
Juris Doctor degree from Washington and
Lee University. Following law school, Rob
clerked for the Honorable Lewis F. Powell.
Jr., Associate Justice of the U.S. Supreme
Court, and the Honorable John M. Wisdom
of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth
Circuit. He is a certified public accountant
(inactive), a member of the Arkansas Society
of Public Accountants, and a Certified
Mortgage Banker.



On Monday, Nov. 23, Bo Porter
closed Rotary Foundation Month
with a presentation on the Rotary
Foundation. This foundation is
currently chaired by our own Glen
Estess Sr. The motto of The
Foundation continues to be “Doing
Good in the World.” Bo reviewed a
number of local, regional and
international initiatives in which The
Rotary Foundation has been
involved. These range from Alabama
projects like feeding the homeless in
Anniston and providing eye care in
Boaz, to digging wells in Namibia,
Africa and providing indoor stoves
to Hondurans. These are just a few
of dozens of projects The Rotary
Foundation funds and provides
driving initiative and energy.

Last year giving by SVRC averaged
$174/person and included an
additional $80 000 contribution to

%

PolioPlus, as well as a new Major
Donor and an additional PHS
member.

Giving in the current Rotary Year,
2009-10, is down significantly. Bo
reviewed the various Rotary
Foundation TRF Funds and the ways
members make contributions.
Options including direct account
drafts and Rotary credit cards are
now available.

SVRC has established a goal of $200
in contributions per member at a
suggested giving rate of $50 per
quarter, currently included on the
quarterly membership dues invoice.

Data cards were distributed to all
members detailing individual
Foundation giving and standing.
Members were encouraged to review
their contribution history in light of
personal goals Two copies of the

data cards were provided so
members can maintain one copy for
their files and return the second to
Bo with any specific questions or
requests for additional information
on The Rotary Foundation.

A follow up note from Bo:

A recent update from the RI general
secretary states that Rotary financials
continue to improve. For more
details click the following link,
www.rotary.org/en/AboutUs/
Financials/Announcements/
Pages/091130 announce
gs_finance.aspx or visit www.

rotary.org.

The Rotary Club of Shades Valley
extends condolences to Frances
Nolan following the death of her
mother.
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¢%  The Rotary Club of Shades Valley
Invites Rotarians and their families
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to

a Family Christmas Luncheon
Monday, Dec. 21, 2009

Special guests will include Santa Beard and his friend the Talking Christmas Tree
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«\ RSVP with number of guests (including ages of children and grandchildren attending) (‘%
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by Dec. 14 to becky@shadesvalleyrotary.org
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