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as Vice Chairman. He currently 

serves as Chairman of the Metals 

Service Center Institute. 

His hobbies include golf, snow 

skiing, lake activities, and travel. Bill 

is also very involved with his 

church, the Rotary Club of 

Birmingham, the MSCI, and United 

Way. 
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On Monday, Dec. 14, Bill Jones, 

Vice Chairman� of O’Neal Steel, will 

present an overview of his company 

and discuss the current economic and 

political environments within which 

his industry operates�. 

Bill Jones was born in Birmingham, 

Alabama. He received his B.A. 

Degree from the University of 

Virginia, majoring in Psychology.  

After working for four years for 

South Central Bell in commercial 

management, Bill joined O’Neal in 

1976. Over the next 19 years, Bill 

worked in six different areas. He 

bega n  i n  In s ide  S a l e s  i n 

Birmingham, moved to Outside 

Sales in Tupelo, Mississippi, for the 

Jackson District, became District 

Manager in Memphis in 1981, and 

was made Manager of Marketing and 

Specialty Products in 1987. He was 

promoted to Vice President, 

Birmingham District, in 1990, 

became Executive Vice President in 

1993 and was named President and 

CEO in September 2000.  As of Jan. 

1, 2009, Bill leads O’Neal Industries 

Checks: Must be postmarked 31 

December 2009 or prior and received at 

the lockbox by 6 January 2010. 

Wire transfers: Must be initiated prior 

to 31 December 2009 and received by 

04 January 2010. 

Credit cards: Via rotary.org – must be 

authorized prior to 31 December 2009, 

midnight. Via fax, phone or mail to 

World  Headquarters—must  be 
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authorized prior to the close of business 

on 31 December 2009. 

To insure timely recording of credit card 

contributions requests should not be sent 

to the lockbox; rather they should be 

faxed to 847-556-2139. The Contact 

Center will be open for credit card 

contributions only on 31 December 

during normal business hours: 8:30 a.m. 

– 5 p.m. CST.�
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The Rotary Club of Shades Valley 
invites Rotarians and their families 

to  
a Family Christmas Luncheon 

Monday, Dec. 21, 2009 
12:30 p.m. 

Special guests will include Santa Beard and his friend 
the Talking Christmas Tree  

  
RSVP with number of guests (including ages of 

children and grandchildren attending)  
by Dec. 14 to becky@shadesvalleyrotary.org 

�������	������	������	������	�����������������������������������
This is to advise that Homewood Rotary 

is having its annual Christmas Party, 

Thursday, Dec. 17, 2009. This is a 

closed event for Homewood Rotary 

members only. Therefore, the club is 

unable to accept makeups from other 

clubs on that day.�
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SVRC will match any contribution up to 

$500 with an equivalent number of 

points to help members attain initial 

status as a Paul Harris Fellow or to 

attain the next level of recognition� . 

This offer is available through the end 

of this month. Please see Bo Porter for 

more information on this offer. 

We are at a critical stage in planning for 

the District Conference, April 15-19, 

2010. While this is the Christmas season 

and  the cruise is four months away, 

unless we have additional reservations 

by Dec. 15, we will be forced to give up 

70 of the 140 rooms we have reserved 

for the cruise.  

These are some of the best rooms on 

the ship.  I have talked to Rotarians 

who are planning on going, but have 

not yet reserved their room. Now is 

the time to reserve your space! If 

Rotarians miss out on reserving a room 

from the room block, the cost for 

reservations after the will increase 

significantly.  

Visit www. adventuretravel.com and 

click on Rotary 2010 Conference to 

make a reservation before Dec. 15.  For 

only $150 per person you can lock in 

your reservation and a great room at a 

great price. For those that have already 

made reservations, thank you. We will 

have a great cruise and District 

Conference. Remember we need “All 

Hands on Deck” to celebrate our 

successful 2009-10 Rotary year! Come 

aboard for the fun! 

Yours in Rotary Service, 

Georgia 
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John “Jack” Bingham, a well-known 
lawyer and the namesake of one of 
Birmingham’s largest law firms, Balch & 
Bingham LLP, died on Monday. He was 
89. 

Bingham, who worked for the law firm for 
more than four decades, helped lead the 
company to new heights with offices 
across several states. His practice included 
representing energy giant Alabama Power 
Co., in which he participated in every 
plant certification proceeding that the 
company had before the Alabama Public 
Service Commission from 1950 until his 
retirement in 1991. He also helped 
organize Harbert Construction Corp. in 
1949 and served more than 30 years as a 
board of director and assistant secretary to 
the company. 

“Jack has mentored and set an example 
for hundreds of lawyers. His humility and 
strength are things we should all aspire 
to,” said Balch & Bingham Managing 
Partner Alan Rogers. 

Bingham followed in his father’s footsteps 
by joining the firm – then known as 
Martin Turner & McWhorter – in 1948 
after graduating from Harvard Law 
School. After a number of name changes, 
the firm eventually became known as 
simply Balch & Bingham. In 1991, 
Bingham retired, although he remained of 
counsel with the firm until his passing. 

Despite his accomplishments, both 
professional and philanthropic, Bingham’s 
colleagues say his greatest contribution to 
the law firm was far more intangible. 
According to Eason Balch Sr., his 
longtime law partner and friend, “his 
greatest contribution was his devotion, 
attention and understanding he’s given to 
the administration of our law firm. 

——  

Bingham devoted much time to his 
community including The Rotary Club of 
Shades Valley where he was recognized 
as an Honorary Member. ����
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Donors of $1,000 or more to the Annual 

Programs Fund, PolioPlus or the 

Humanitarian Grants Program or people 

who have that amount contributed in 

their name, can be recognized as Paul 

Harris Fellows. Each new Paul Harris 

Fellow receives a commemorative 

certificate and a pin. 
 

Become a Paul Harris Fellow 

Simply mail the completed recognition 

and contribution form  (PDF) with your 

check. 

Read the Paul Harris Society brochure. 
 

Gifts of more than $2,000 

For gifts of $2,000 or more, a Paul 

Harris Fellow is eligible for 

• Recognition as a Multiple Paul Harris 

Fellow 

• Option to honor someone else as a 

Paul Harris Fellow with their 

Foundation recognition points 

(formerly called “available credit”) 

• Multiple Paul Harris Fellow pin with 

additional stones Recognition levels 

are based on the following guidelines: 

�����������������������������������������
��
��
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���������������������������������$$$$����	����	����	����	����
 Recognition total Pin level 

2,000 to 2,999.99 one sapphire 

3,000 to 3,999.99 two sapphires 

4,000 to 4,999.99 three sapphires 

5,000 to 5,999.99 four sapphires 

6,000 to 6,999.99 five sapphires 

7,000 to 7,999.99 one ruby 

8,000 to 8,999.99 two rubies 

9,000 to 9,999.99 three rubies 
 

For more information 

Learn more about Paul Harris Fellow or 

Multiple Paul Harris Fellow Recognition 

through the Foundation’s Contact Center 

at 1-866-9ROTARY (1-866-976-8279) 

or contact.center@rotary.org. A team of 

Foundation specialists will answer calls 

Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 

p.m. Central Time. You also may 

contact your international office.  
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