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On Monday, Aug. 31, Lt. Cmdr. Danny 
McGrane will present a discussion on 
NATO today including a look at  NATO’s 
history and transformation post Cold War, 
NATO in Afghanistan and other theaters 
of operation, the costs and benefits of 
NATO membership, NATO in the 21st 
Century and challenges to NATO. 

Lt. Cmdr. McGrane entered the British 
Royal Navy in 1978 as a Junior Radio 
Operator. His early career was spent on a 
variety of warships which saw him 
engaged in Fishery Protection around the 
UK’s territorial waters, sail with NATO’s 
Standing Naval Force Atlantic, undertake 
operations in the Gulf region and also 
deploy to the South Atlantic in the 
aftermath of the Falklands War of 1982. 
During this period he also enjoyed 
overseas postings to NATO’s Central 
European Headquarters in The Netherlands 
at the height of the Cold War and to Hong 
Kong where, as the Leading Radio 
Operator in the 1950s vintage 
minesweeper HMS BEACHAMPTON, he 
saw out the era of Morse Code as a 
primary means of military ship-to-shore 
communications. 

At the start of 1994, Lt. Cmdr. McGrane 
attended the Britannia Royal Naval 
College at Dartmouth, gaining a Naval 
Commission and promotion to Sub 
Lieutenant. Subsequent appointments 
included being the Signal Communications 
Officer in the amphibious assault ship 
HMS FEARLESS. The highlight of this 
two-year appointment was a return to the 
Far East as part of the group deployment 
into the South China Sea to support the 
UK’s withdrawal from Hong Kong in June 
1997. In 2001 Lt. Cmdr. McGrane became 
the First Lieutenant in HMS 
DULVERTON undertaking Maritime 
Counter Terrorism operations in Northern 
Ireland. During the course of this 
appointment he led a Royal Marine rifle 

� ��
�����
 %������
� �+�	 �&����� �,;,"��

&�<��=&�<��=&�<��=&�<��=���� >>>>���������
96��	
��?�6�
���1�2@�

&�<��(#&�<��(#&�<��(#&�<��(#� ��� >>>>��������
6�2
��
:�<0��6���8����6��


�����4����0�6862�)�

�8
331���
�3���81���

���� >>>>����������4�
��9�����1���
�16���

&�<��$(&�<��$(&�<��$(&�<��$(� ��� >>>>��������	�����
0
������6����0���6��


�����
������������������������

 ����!!�����"� ����1�
������

/�6���
8����1A��31�������

�
88����

���� >>>>���������6
���
���1�2�

troop in over 350 boarding operations on 
ships and fishing vessels across the 
Province’s waters. 

Promotion to Lieutenant Commander 
followed in 2003 with Lt. Cmdr. McGrane 
joining the UK’s Maritime Battle Staff as 
the head of the CIS division supporting 
numerous operations and exercises around 
the globe. These included a rotation as part 
of the NATO Response Force, further 
service in the Gulf region and an 
embarkation on the USS ENTERPRISE as 
the UK liaison officer to the Carrier Strike 
Group Commander. 

His last job, before assuming his current 
post at Norfolk as the NATO Briefing 
Team Officer last August, saw a move to 
London and the Ministry of Defence.  
Working in equipment procurement, his 
$500M portfolio of projects sought to both 
protect, and bring coherence to, the major 
com m u n i ca t i ons  n e tw or k  an d 
infrastructure systems entering service 
across the defense sector. 
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Dr. David Bransby of the Department of 
Agronomy and Soils in the College of 
Agriculture at Auburn University spoke on 
Monday, Aug. 24.  

Dr. Bransby is one of the world’s leading 
authorities on alternative fuels. He has been 
on staff at Auburn for 22 years. 

Incidentally, he completed a portion of his 
academic studies on a Rotary International 
Graduate Fellowship. 

Dr. Bransby’s presentation focused on 
cellulosic biofuels in the U.S.  

All biofuels that are commercially available 
today come from corn because the biofuel 
effort began when there was a surplus of 
corn. However, there is no longer a surplus. 
Dr. Bransby said the future will require that 
we burn biomass fuels and not just ethanol. 

Dr. Bransby highlighted two points on  
biomass fuel. 
(�(�(�(� >>>>���� We can produce our own regular fuels 
today with current technology. 
$�$�$�$� >>>>���� This production is set to happen in 
Alabama. 

Fuel produced in this manner is flexible, 
features high yields and is environmentally 
sound. And unlike ethanol (E85), biomass 
fuel does not require engineering changes to 
existing gas engines. 

Cello Energy a new company in Bay 
Minette, Ala., is a leader in this area. Cello 
Energy will produce fuel using woodchips, 
grass and used tires. Biomass fuel should be 
in production soon at the Bay Minette plant. 
Facility construction is essentially completed 
and legal hurdles are being addressed. Once 
operational, it is projected the biomass fuel 
will be produced at around $1 per gallon. 

In a recent proof-of-concept venture, a 
resident of Springville converted his farm 
truck to burn fuel made from wood. Together 
with Dr. Bransby the two travelled from 
Charleston to San Francisco making 
promotional stops along the way. They used 
three tons of wood to create the fuel to make 
the trip. 

Other countries including China and South 
Korea are moving quickly into this science.  

Several domestic companies are making 
good progress in this direction and oil 
companies are now getting involved. 

Dr. Bransby said the U.S. could replace a 
large part of its imported fuel with biomass 
fuel. He projects biomass fuels will be 
available at the pump in the next three to five 
years. Dr. David Bransby can be contacted at 
bransdi@auburn.edu. 

��� � ������������ )�)�)�)� Page one of the Aug. 27 edition of 
The Wall Street Journal featured an article on 
this topic and mentioned Cello Energy and 
Dr. Bransby.�
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This week we remember Arthur Weeks. He 

was Dean of the Cumberland School of Law 

at Samford University and an active member 

of the Shades Valley Rotary Club in our 

early years.  

Some of the “old-timers” remember him 

well. We used to laugh as Art’s schedule at 

Samford caused him to be consistently late 

in his arrival at our weekly meetings.  

Art was well liked by all and will be missed.  
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Sincere condolences are extended to Rotarian 

Jody Smith and his family. Jodie’s father 

passed away last Sunday. 

&'����&'����&'����&'���� ���	���	���	���	 �������� �	����	����	����	��� ����
On Monday, Aug. 17, the SVRC Board 
approved the 2009-10 budget.  

The Board also approved sponsorship of the 
2010 Birmingham Botanical Gardens 
Summer Intern program. The Botanical Bash 
was also approved as the fundraiser for the 
intern program. The Botanical Bash is 
scheduled for March 12, 2010. Planning on 
the program has begun with one goal being 
increased participation.  

SVRC Orientation on Aug. 24 included four 
candidates for membership.�

� ���� �������������&�������������&�������������&�������������& ����
Our warmest congratulations to Edward S 

Reisinger on the announcement of his 

engagement.  

���� ���������������������������� ����
Send your suggestions for a new caterer to 

Wes Brown at wbrown@kassouf.com or 

place an idea in the suggestion box. 

---- ������������ �������� ��-��-��-��- �������� ������������������������ ����
A fundraising tournament to support club 

service areas is being considered for October. 

Send feedback on the idea to Hal Cain at 

hal.cain@cahabapress.com.  

��� � ������������ �������� �	���	���	���	�� ����
Congratulations to Doug Rigney Sr. who was 

awarded a Blue Badge on Aug. 24. 

���� ����	��������	��������	��������	���� �������� �������������������� ����
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If you must leave the Monday meeting early, 

don’t forget to clip the required $1 

contribution to your badge when you place it 

on the desk. This helps aid the Club 

Secretary in counting you present.  

The $1 contributions, along with donations 

placed in the yellow bowls, help fund the 

Shades Valley Education Foundation that 

provides college scholarships to young adults 

in the community.  
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