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On Monday, May 17, RCSV’s
Sheldon Webster will present a
program titled “Extraordinary
Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia
— The War Crime Trails of the
Khmer Rouge.”

Author Sheldon Webster has made
three trips to Cambodia to research
his current book, House of Angkor —
Cambodia, America’s Killing
Fields. Using journalist and fictional
writing techniques, Webster is
rewriting American history into
fictional form to disclose the role the
United States played in one of the
most horrific human tragedies since

WWILI.

Today’s program will focus on the
war trials of the Khmer Rouge that
are presently being conducted in
Phnom Penh where in September
2009 Sheldon covered the trial of
Kaing Guek Eav, one of five
defendants charged in the death of
1,700,000 Cambodians 30 years ago.

Born August 6, 1944, in Wise
County, Virginia, Sheldon Burton
Webster grew up in Starkville,
Mississippi. Upon graduating from
Mississippi State in 1966, he served
as an officer in the Army before
moving to Birmingham where he has
practiced public accounting for forty
years. He serves as Chairman of
Borland Benefield CPAs and is also

Chairman of BKR

a former
International, the world’s 15™ largest
auditing and business-consulting
practice headquartered in New York.

In June of 2002, Mr. Webster was
selected by the US Army as one of
160 civilians to attend the Army War
College 48" National ~ Security
Seminar, Carlisle Barracks, PA.

Sheldon is a sailor, sportsman and
mountaineer who climbed eight
major mountains, including three of
the world’s Seven Summits. In 1997
he experienced a  near-fatal
expedition on Mount McKinley. As
a world traveler, he has visited 111
foreign  countries  during  his
professional, writing and military
career and quest for adventure.

He is an Alabama writer and former
member of the Alabama Writer’s
Forum Board. In 1994 his first
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collection of stories, The Betheaden
Road was published and followed in
1998 by his first novel, The Voyage
of the Encounter, a tale of intrigue,
guile, lust and Wall Street greed of
the 1980s.

In writing his House Series, Webster
applies journalistic and fictional
writing techniques to rewriting
American history in a fictional form.
This requires extensive research and
travel, interviews with retired
military and intelligence officers,
journalists, drug and law
enforcement officials along with
drug dealers and addicts.

In 2002 House of Sugar was the first
in this series which begins with the
invasion of Cuba and the CIA/Mafia
covert operations to overthrow
Castro. In 2008 House of Deception
—the CIA’s Secret Opium War and
the Assassination of JFK was
published detailing the abuse of
military intelligence to expand the
Vietnam War and role of opium in
the Cold War.

Webster is  presently  writing
the House of Angkor—America’s
Cambodian Killing Fields. The final
book in the series will be House of
Camper—the Cocaine Funding of
the Contras.
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Over 165 party goers and auction
participants, Rotarians and their
guests, attended the 2010 Botanical
Bash on April 9 at the Botanical
Gardens. The event was an
opportunity for Rotarians to socialize
with fellow Rotarians, spouses and
guests and enjoy an evening of good
food, entertainment, dancing and
participate in a silent auction. The
dinner and auction raised over
$11,000 which will be used to fund
the intern program at the Botanical
Gardens this year. The event was
made possible by the hard work of
many committee members including
those listed below.

< Bonnie Richards and Donna
Sisson, Auction

« Tom Somers and Corlette
Stewart, Publicity

- Jobey York and Craig Henecy,
Ticket Sales and Registration

e Fletcher Harvey and Karen
Larsen, Facilities

- David Bell, Accounting
- Bill Garvin, Bars

- David Putman, Food

- Jacob Erwin

- Mark Linville

e Jim Spencer

- Bill Schoel

- Skip Brown

e Gary Osborn
- Dianne Davis
- Jack Carney
e Glenn Bridges

A special thanks again this year to
Bonnie Richards for her hard work
in organizing and running the silent
auction. The event would not be
nearly as successful without
Bonnie’s devotion, energy and
enthusiasm. Also, special thanks to
Frank Adams for arranging to have
his band provide the excellent
entertainment.

A special thanks also to all Rotarians
and others who provided items for
the auction. Some provided items
from their businesses, some provided
stays at their condominiums, some
bought items and donated them to
the auction, some asked local
businesses to donate items and
others cleaned out the garage and
resold what they bought last year.
All were welcome and in the end
provided the funds for the intern
program. In all, over 100 items were
included in the auction pool.

Thanks again to all whose
participation made the event
successful.

Fred Rogers, John Meier, Bill Ross
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