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On Monday, June 28, Mr. 
Dasharatha “D.R.” Rai will 
p r e s e n t  a  p r o g r a m 
titled  “Founding an Orphanage in 
Nepa l ,  T rekk ing in  the 
Himalayas.”  

D.R. will describe his experience 
founding and maintaining an 
orphanage in Kathmandu, Nepal, 
now known as Grace Home. He 
will show a few photos from treks 
in the Himalayas as well. 

There are numerous orphans in 
Kathmandu and there are no 
governmental provisions for their 
care. D.R., a Christian, though 
Nepal is largely Hindu, simply 
felt he had to respond to the needs 
of street children. In 2005, 
starting with nothing, he took in 
two orphans. He says that what he 
did made no sense because, as he 
describes it, he had only a slab of 
concrete on borrowed land and a 
candle, but no means of support 
of an orphanage. Grace Home 
now has eleven orphans and 
includes a school that serves 
about 50 children, and is licensed 

by the Nepalese government. 
D.R. said that computer skills are 
emphasized in the school since 
they a re  impor tan t  fo r 
employability. Find more info at  
www.ghnepal. org. 

D.R. was born in a village about 
60 miles north of Kathmandu. In 
1992 he began as a porter on treks 
in the Himalayas. He worked his 
way up through the ranks as cook 
and finally as a guide.  

He founded his own trekking 
service, Gracetrek, www.grace 
trek.com.np, in 2005. Some 
Alabamians who trekked with 


