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On Monday, June 

14, we will roast 

RCSV’s own Bill 

Bolen. Speakers 

wi l l  inc lude 

W B R C  c o -

worke r s  Joe 

Langston and 

Tom York and 

c o m p e t i t o r 

Wendell Harris at 

NBC 13. 
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director of radio stations in Selma, 

T usc a loo sa ,  N or th por t  a nd 

Birmingham. 

The past 40 years he has served as a 

news anchor, as well as host on 

various segments ranging from 

gardening to home improvement on 

WBRC-TV. Bill retired in January.  

He is currently a member of the 

Board of Advisors, Judson College, 

and Chairman, Board of Directors, 

Alabama Jail Ministries, Inc.  

In addition to RCSV work, his civic 
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Bill was born in Selma and attended 

Albert G. Parish High School. He 

graduated from the University of 

Alabama in 1952 with a major in 

radio arts. 

His career in communications began 

following high school in 1947 when 

he joined the staff of radio station 

WHBB, Selma, as a disc jockey and 

announcer. With the exception of 

two years in the Air Force, he has 

been in radio and television for 61 

years. Bill has spent his career in 

radio and television, from disc 

jockey to salesman to photographer, 

to program director and news 
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and community contributions have 

included being a member of the 

public relations committees of the 

American Red Cross, the City of 

Mountain Brook, The Shades Valley 

Rotary Club and the Birmingham 

Baptist Association.  

Bill has been honored for both his 

journalistic and humanitarian 

services throughout his career at 

WBRC. He received the Alabama 

Baptist Communications Award, the 

James Permutt Humanitarian Award, 

the Algernon Sidney Sullivan 

Award, the RCSV Vocational 

Service Award, named Outstanding 

Alumnus in Telecommunications & 

Film by the University of Alabama 

in 1997 and the American Cancer 

Society’s Life Inspiration Award. He 

has been awarded both the Silver 

Circle and Gold Circle Awards by 

the National Academy of Television 

Arts & Sciences and is the recipient 

of the “Citizen of the Year” Award 

by the Exchange Club of Mountain 

Brook.  

Now that he is retired, Bill has lots 

of books to read. He enjoys yard 

work and activities with his 

grandchildren.  

Bill and his wife, Vivian, have been 

married for 56 years. They have one 

son and three daughters and ten 

grandchildren.  
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Katherine (Katie) King is a 2010 
graduate of Samford University with 
a degree in biology. She is from 
Bristol, TN. She was selected as the 
2010 Summer Intern from a field of 
nine finalists all recommended by 
their college professors.  

Katie was introduced by Henry 
Hughes, Director of Education at the 
BBG, who designs and supervises 
the Summer Intern Programs.  

In reporting on the program, Henry 
said, “I graded her senior thesis in 
N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 9  a n d  h a d 
the opportunity to meet her at the 
poster session. She impressed me on 
a number of levels. She is widely 
t raveled wi th  mul t i - faceted 
interests, has a keen intellectual 
curiosity and writes and speaks 
well. Her near-term plan is to begin a 
Ph.D.  in  botany wi th  the 
long-term intention of teaching 
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botany at the college level.” 

“I believe that Katie is the best 
match for our capabilities at the 
Birmingham Botanical Gardens this 
year. John Manion, our new Curator 
of the Hugh Kaul Wildflower 
Garden, is interested in working with 
Katie, whose interests include 
classical taxonomy, plant ecology 
and climate change.”  

Katie began her internship on 
Monday, May 24.  She will be 
involved in a 10 week program 
of  work at the BBG, including 
responsibilities such as attending 
board meetings to "hands on" 
involvement in every facet of day-to-
day gardening maintenance and 
management, conducting research 
and field trips.   

Katie’s father and grandfather are 
Rotarians.  
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